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A ‘Real Country Pub’ with the original

KYLOES Restaurant
 which continues to provide one of

 the best dining experiences in Cumbria.

Gt Salkeld, Penrith, Cumbria, CA11 9NA
T. 01768 898349  www.kyloes.co.uk

 

 

2010 Finalist 
‘BEST LOCAL  

RETAILER’ 
BBC Radio 4 Food 
& Farming Awards 
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Dear all,

With our Cumbrian winter approaching, it would be a good time to reflect on Christmas a 
100 years ago on the Western Front.  Troops on both sides put down their weapons and 

embraced the meaning of Christianity for a day by meeting their adversaries in no man’s land. 
This story is one of our articles which tell the closing period of the 1st World War in 1918.
The other articles reflect on the celebrations in many villages and subsequently the remembrance 
for those who did not survive.
In our Autumn issue, I stated that Donald Maclennan was joining our team as co-editor and I 
am pleased to say that Donald will be lead editor from the New Year and has fresh ideas for our 
magazine.
Regards to you all.
        Frank Hope, Editor 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
CONTRIBUTIONS:   
Please send your news to copy@great-salkeld.net. We welcome Readers’ Views on articles which 
are published and invite our readers to suggest topics for inclusion in future issues. News and 
Events are also included on the Village Website: www.great-salkeld.net The website contains the 
Diary of Village Events, which is frequently updated. Email Linda Jervis on diary@great-salkeld.
net for diary inclusion. We won’t always have space to include every article or item in the current 
Craic; some items will be held over to subsequent issues, while some items will go onto the 
village website.

ADVERTISE in CRAIC
Advert rates per issue are: ¼ page £15, ½ page £25, Full page £50. Single A5 flier inserts £20.  
Discounts for a full year.   Contact us: copy@great-salkeld.net  n

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Editorial

Cover photograph: Cathedral-like in the snow; the driveway of Burrell Green Farm - by Anne Wood
This page photograph: Winter partridge - by Anne Wood
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Reflecting on WWI 
THANKFUL or BLESSED VILLAGES - by Neil Wales

A ‘Thankful Village’ is one which lost no 
omen in the 1st World War because all 

of those who left to serve came home again, 
albeit some with injuries.

In the 1930’s, Arthur Mee identified thirty 
two such villages. This has since been updated 
to fifty three civil parishes in England and 
Wales to which all the soldiers returned. There 
are no settlements in Scotland or Ireland (all of 
Ireland was then part of the UK) that did not 
lose a member of the community in WW1.

Thirteen of the English and Welsh villages 
are considered to be ‘Doubly Thankful’ that 
they also lost no service personnel during 
WW2. In France, where the human cost of 
war was higher than in Britain, Thierville was 
remarkable as the only village in the whole 
of France with no men lost from WW1 nor 
any memorials constructed in the subsequent 
period. Thierville also suffered no losses in the 
Franco-Prussian War or in WW2.

In terms of the UK’s collective memory 
of 1914-18, ‘Thankful Villages’ represent a 
striking anomaly. Through history lessons, war 
poetry and popular culture, the abiding modern 
portrayal of WW1 is of a devastating event 
of industrial scale carnage. Yet the handful of 
communities where sons emerged alive from 
the horrors of the trenches offer an insight into 
the experience which shattered the pre-WW1 
order and transformed society irrevocably.

For every ‘Thankful Village’ there were 
other villages and towns which could tell of 
a more tragic story. Largely to blame for this 
were the ‘Pals Battalions’, units of friends, 
work colleagues and relatives who had been 
promised they could fight alongside each other 
when they enlisted.

The reality of the trenches, where thousands 
of men could be wiped out in a single 
day, meant that a small community could 
suffer disproportionate levels of bloodshed 

within a matter of hours. Of about 700 ‘Pals’ 
from Accrington who took part in the Somme 
Offensive, 235 were killed and 350 wounded 
within 20 minutes. By the end of the first hour, 
1,700 men from Bradford were dead or injured. 
Some 93 of approximately 175 Chorley men, who 
went over the top at the same time, died.  

Many of the soldiers who returned to the 
‘Thankful Villages’ were not unscathed. Many 
were permanently damaged either physically or 
mentally. By the end of WW1 the army had dealt 
with 80,000 cases of ‘shell shock’, psychological 
trauma caused by war experiences.

In Cumberland and Westmoreland, Ousby is 
the only ‘Thankful Village’ of WW1. The Roll of 
Honour lists 12 men who fought in and returned 
from the war. Set in the south wall of the church 
is a stained glass window bearing the following 
inscription:

PRO PATRIA
ERECTED BY THE PARISHIONERS IN 

GRATEFUL RECOGNITION
OF THE MERCY OF GOD WHO IN HIS 

DIVINE GOODNESS
AFFORDED HIS PROTECTION TO ALL THE 

MEN WHO WENT FROM
THIS PARISH TO THE GREAT WAR 1914-18
AND SAFELY RESTORED THEM TO THEIR 

HOMES.

We do not know the individual experiences 
of Ousby’s gallant dozen but, a hundred years 
on, the small Cumbrian community remains 
proud of their forefather’s brave contribution and 
most grateful in the knowledge that theirs is a 
‘Thankful Village’. 

You can see a list of the Thankfull Villages in 
England and Wales on Wiki: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thankful_Villages n
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A Quiz on ‘Snow and Winter’ 
Some of it is a bit tricky.  ENJOY!

(answers on page 7)

1. What colour snow fell over an area of 1,500 
sq. km. in Siberia on Feb 2 2007?
    a. Orange
    b. Black
    c. Pink
    d. Gold

2. The following words are from which song?
    “Don’t be a naughty Eskimo”

3. Each of the following mean snow in which 
European language?
    a. Sneeuw
    b. Lumi
    c. Schnee
    d. Neve
    e. Snieg

4. Who had a hit song in the late 60s with Hazy 
Shade Of Winter?

5. What is an Alberta Clipper?

6. Which director said “Blondes make the best 
victims. They are like virgin snow that shows 
up the bloody footprints”?

7. What are Mukluks?

8. After she eats the poison apple, the seven 
dwarfs, believing her to be dead, place Snow 
White in what?

9. In which country were the first Winter 
Olympic Games held in 1924?

10. What is an Ushanka?

11. Can you name some famous sled dog 
breeds given the following clues?
    a. first letter M, last letter E
    b. first letter S, last letter D

12. Each of the following all mean what in 
Europe?
    talvi, inverno, zima and tel.

13. Which Canadian female singer had a hit 
in the USA, Canada and the UK in 1970 with 
Snow Bird?
 “The snow bird sings the song he always 
sings, and speaks to me of flowers that will 
bloom again in spring”

14. Which Sir played Richard Lionheart in the 
prize winning 1968 film The Lion In Winter?

15. In winter a lack of sunlight can cause 
a dog’s nose to fade to brown. What is this 
called?

16. Which battle that took place in severe 
winter conditions in the Ardennes between 16 
December 1944 and 25 January 1945?

17. Who had a hit song in 1969 with Winter 
World Of Love?

18. Which ‘winter’ film opens with the 
following text? “This is a true story. The 
events depicted in this film took place in 
Minnesota in 1987”
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Reflecting on WW1
The WW1 Christmas Truce on the Western Front – 1914

- by Don Maclellan

Most of us will celebrate our Christmas in 
the same way that we have been doing, 

for generations. There was a celebration that 
happened 100 years ago that made military 
history.

It was on the Western front where Germany 
and Britain were at war, that the unplanned 
celebration took place. The following extracts 
are taken from a letter signed from ‘Boy’, 
an unknown 
25 year old 
private, to his 
home in the 
UK, where 
he tells his 
mother of the 
celebration 
that started 
on Christmas 
Eve and 
continued on 
into Christmas 
Day.

He starts 
his letter; “dear Mater” and goes on to tell 
her how on that frosty and moonlit night the 
Germans began placing “lights all along the 
edge of their trenches and coming over to us… 
wishing us Happy Christmas etc.”  “They 
also gave us a few songs so we had quite a 
social party... Some of our chaps went over to 
their lines. I think they’ve all come back bar 
one from E Co. They no doubt kept him as a 
souvenir.” 

“There must be something in the spirit of 
Christmas as today we are all on top of our 
trenches running about.” “Whereas other days 
we have to keep our heads well down”... “I 
had a parcel from B G’s Lace Dept containing 
a sweater, smokes, under clothes etc.”

“We also had a card from the Queen, which 
I am sending back to you to look after please.” 
“After breakfast we had a game of football 
at the back of our trenches! We’ve had a few 
Germans over to see us this morning. They 
also sent a party over to bury a sniper we shot 
in the week.” “He was about 100 yds. from 
our trench. A few of our fellows went out and 
helped to bury him.”

“About 10.30 we 
had a short church 
parade, held in the 
trench. How we did 
sing. O come all ye 
faithful. And while 
shepherds watched 
their flocks by night 
were the hymns we 
had.”

“Boy” breaks 
off to help with 
Christmas dinner 
preparations’ - 

“fried bacon and 
dip-bread followed by hot Xmas pudding”, 
then “muscatels and almonds, oranges, 
bananas, chocolate, cocoa and smokes.” “You 
can guess we thought of the dinners at home.

Just before dinner I had the pleasure of 
shaking hands with several Germans: a party 
of them came halfway over to us. So several 
of us went out to them.”  ‘Boy’ ends his letter 
by saying “the most memorable Christmas 
I’ve ever spent or likely to spend: since about 
teatime yesterday I don’t think there’s been a 
shot fired on either side up to now.”

It is unknown if ‘Boy’ ever got to return 
home as his letter, which these extracts 
came from, had been discovered in a box of 
otherwise undistinguished manuscripts. n
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John Taylor, being presented with a gift from the 
Village Hall Committee, at the recent lunch club, 
after he stood down from his role of treasurer of 
the Village Hall, which he undertook for more 
than 25 years. He will stay on as a member of the 
committee and help support Philip Bowden who 
has succeeded him in the role. n

The Village Hall Committee would like to 
thank all villagers who have contributed to 
the 100 Club over the last year (09/08/13 – 
08/08/14).  Total income over the year was 
£5156 of which £2400 was distributed as 
prizes.  The balance of £2756 has been used 
to improve facilities in the Village Hall and 
has contributed towards the replacement 
of the heating system, purchase of 
replacement furniture, equipment and kitchen 
improvements. 

We hope you will continue to support the 
100 Club over the next year. As a reminder, 
subscriptions (£1 per week) should be paid 
in advance. The draw is held weekly in the 
Highland Drove and prize winner’s names 
are displayed in the Highland Drove and in 
Connect.  A full set of rules is displayed in 
the Highland Drove and the Village Hall. 
Anyone who wishes to take part in the draw 
and would like to join the waiting list, please 
notify the treasurer, Philip Bowden on 01768 
898910. n

In October two years ago, we showed our 
first film at the Village Hall which was a 
comedy called The Exotic Marigold Hotel.  
This October, by coincidence, we moved up 
a grade to the Grand Budapest Hotel, another 
comedy.  At both showings, the Village Hall 
was well attended, which is very encouraging 
to those who put in a lot of effort in putting 
on these shows.

The Friends of St. Cuthbert’s, who sponsor 
these showings, do so to help in the up keep 
of the Church, a magnificent 16th century 
building at the centre of Gt. Salkeld Village.

We would appreciate any suggestions that 
our readers can offer as to the type of films 
that they would like to see. A suggestion 
that has been noted is to ensure that the 
film soundtrack be connected to the Village 
Hall audio loop system to aid the hard of 
hearing.n

Frank Hope

Village Hall Committee 
Treasurer retirement 

Remote Cinema Review 

The 100 Club 

Carlisle Panto to star Lewis, 
aged 8, from the village  

A very exciting time has begun for Lewis Yates 
aged 8 from Great Salkeld. He has landed a 
starring role in the Carlisle Sands Centre Panto, 
Peter Pan, this December. Rehearsals are well 
under way and during the performance Lewis will 
act, dance, sing and even fly above the stage.
Find out more: http://www.thesandscentre.co.uk n

ANSwERS TO ThE qUIz ON pAgE 5
1. a. orange; 2. Don’t Eat The Yellow Snow;
3. Five answers a. Dutch, b. Finnish, c. German, 
d. Italian, e. Polish; 4. Simon and Garfunkel;
5. An extremely cold, fast moving winter storm;
6. Alfred Hitchcock; 7. A type of Eskimo boots;
8. A glass coffin; 9. France; Chamonix.
10. Russian fur cap with ear flaps;
11. Two answers, a. Malamute, b. Samoyed;
12. Winter. Talvi is Finnish, Inverno is Italian, 
Zima is Czech and Tel is Hungarian for winter;
13. Anne Murray; 14. Sir Anthony Hopkins;
15. Snow nose or hyperpigmentation;
16. Battle of the Bulge; 17 Engelbert 
Humperdinck; 18. Fargo.
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NO STREAKS WITH THE LEEK
 
Local window cleaner Andy Leek: 
-  Cleans windows either 

traditionally or using the 
water pole fed system.

-  One man operation 
so reliability and 
customer loyalty 
are of key 
importance.

-  Also specialising in full conservatory 
cleaning and gutter clearances.

 
For a fast and friendly quote please contact 
Andy on 01768 870974  or 07737676513.  

                   E: andrewleek7@gmail.com 

Half price gutter clearance for all new 
customers

As we will be donating to a local 
charity instead of sending cards 
Michael and Alison Thurgood would 
like to wish all their 
friends and neighbours 
a lovely Christmas and 
a healthy, happy 2015. 

The screening in 
the Village Hall 

of The Grand Budapest 
Hotel was well attended 
and enjoyed. Should 
you still be waiting for 
the opportunity to see 
the film, you may find 
this review of interest. 
It is written by Emma 
Simmonds and taken from 
the film review site ‘The 
List’ at:  www.list.co.uk.

A fusion of imagination, hilarity and 
ramshackle adventure, The Grand Budapest Hotel 
is the latest from the high priest of whimsy. Wes 
Anderson’s eighth film dazzles and delights as if it 
has been liberated from the pages of a beautifully 
illustrated storybook. It is perhaps his most 
uncompromisingly eccentric and meticulously 
manufactured film to date. At its heart is an 
astonishing performance from Ralph Fiennes, who 
is a revelation as a comedian.

Fiennes plays Gustave H, proud employee 
of The Grand Budapest. As a concierge of no 
compare, he’s flamboyantly orderly but also 
prone to enthusiastically romancing the elderly 
guests, including the 84-year-old Madame D. 
(Tilda Swinton). When his wealthy lover dies in 
mysterious circumstances, Gustave finds himself 
framed for her murder and with Zero his loyal 
lobby boy (Tony Revolori) in tow, he makes a run 
for it. Adrien Brody is in fine moustache-twirling 
form as the villainous son of Madame D., Willem 
Dafoe is his cartoonishly monstrous henchman, 

while Edward Norton plays a 
diligent police officer.

The contrast between Gustave’s 
genteel manner and the fact that 
he swears like a sozzled sailor is 
a source of constant humour, with 
Fiennes quite brilliant throughout. 
It’s a film that’s rampant with 
stars - Bill Murray, Harvey Keitel 
and Saoirse Ronan pop up and 
the narration shifts between Tom 
Wilkinson, Jude Law and F. Murray 

Abraham. But because Anderson doesn’t make 
any pretence at realism, such ostentatious casting 
is an enhancement rather than a distraction, and 
combined with the enchanting production design, 
there’s a thrilling sense of a film perfectly realised.

The Grand Budapest Hotel is as ravishing as 
it is madcap, channelling a childlike sense of 
wide-eyed wonder, it recaptures the magic of early 
cinema whilst remaining peculiarly modern and 
thoroughly, utterly Anderson. n

The Grand Budapest Hotel - a ‘ravishing and madcap’ film
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Remembrance Day Poem - by Holly
War and loss in the eyes of a young person
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For when you are full of plum pudding and bored with all 
the chocolate (as if!) these two Spot the Difference Puzzles 

might while away a few minutes!

Spot the 
difference!
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RICHARD HARVEY 

BUILDING 
Contractor. 

Extensions, Renovation, Conservatories, 

Replacement windows, no job too large or small 

All digger work undertaken 

 

 

 

CONTACT RICHARD HARVEY 

5 Grayson Drive, Great Salkeld, Penrith CA119NY 

Tel 01768898862 Mobile 07774763191 

 

 

J. N. & D. BELLAS LTD

High Class Butcher
and General Stores                    
Please contact us for details
Main Street, Shap, 
Penrith, Cumbria.             
Tel: Shap (01931)  716624  

Mobile Butcher Van 
Delivering to the local community

Delivering to your area of Great Salkeld                             
on Wednesday afternoons       

CHRISTMAS ORDERS FOR POULTRY 
NOW BEING TAKEN 
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Reflecting on WW1 - Great Salkeld School Roll of Honour
For those who went to war

So many of the young men of the area went to war.
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BATS - by Richard Wood

Some people love them, 
most people are scared of 

them but, like rats, wherever 
you are, you are probably 
not too far away from one or 
hundreds!

There are 18 species of 
British bat, of which 8 are 
found in Cumbria. Of these,the 
Pipistrelle is, by far, the most 
abundant and the smallest, 
being 1½in. long and 8½in. 
wing-tip to wing-tip. In colour, 
their fur is orange-brown to 
pale grey-brown, with short 
broad ears and narrow wings. 
They live in colonies of 
upto 200, and their summer 
roost is usually in a different 
place to their winter home. 
The females give birth in 
Summer, usually June, and 
they and their young will 
live without the males in 
small, warm places in roof 
areas of houses and barns, 
behind weatherboarding, 
tiles and shingles. In Winter, 
the males join the females 
and mating occurs, whilst 
they live together in cool, 
dry places such as churches, 
old hollowed-out tree stumps 
etc. They will hibernate from 
late November to late March, 
although occasionally they may 
fly out on a lovely winter’s day.

To feed, they leave their 
roost about 15-30 minutes 
before sunset to catch small 
caddis flies, gnats and tiny 
moths; hence why you often 
see them flying over water. I 
have unfortunate experiences 
of this, as several times when 

I have been fly-fishing for sea-
trout at night, I have mistakenly 
caught bats, impaled on the 
hook of my fishing fly. It is not 
so much “I have caught” but 
more a case of them catching 
my fly, thinking it is edible food. 
Not only do they make a cat’s 
cradle of the fishing line, but 
you also have to unhook them 
from the fly, in the dark and all 
the time waiting for them to bite 
you! Normally, they usually eat 
on the wing, but if they catch 

larger prey, they may land on 
a tree branch to consume their 
meal. Their food is found by 
echolocation – they emit a sound 
and by using the echo bounced 
back from objects, they can form 
a picture of their surroundings; 
the same type of methodology 
as radar!

Other species found in 
Cumbria include:
• Daubenton’s Bat – larger 

than a pipistrelle and 
usually roosts close to 
water. Has been known to 
catch small fish.

• Common Long Eared 
Bat – one of the best 
flyers due to its highly 
refined echolocation.

• Noctule Bat – one of 
the largest.

• Natterer’s Bat – slow 
and low flying, with 
pure white belly.

• Whiskered Bat – 
furrier than most 
species; slow flying 
and has been known to 
travel 1200 miles!
All British bats are 

in decline and are now 
protected by law. If you 
wish to develop your 
house, particularly the 
roof space, you will 
have encountered the 
legislation that requires 
you to have a bat survey 
completed before 
work commences. 
After having had such 
a survey completed, 
we know that our loft 
is used by pipistrelles 

as a summer nursery and 
often I have counted 60-70 
bats streaming out from 
the roof space at dusk. 
Great to know that they are 
helping to reduce the midge 
population and then you 
think that they are living 
only about 20ft. vertically 
above your head at night. 
Where are yours? n
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CRAIC Recipe 
Marguerite Patten’s Microwave Christmas Pudding

If time is short during the build up to 
Christmas, the following recipe will save 

you time when preparing your Christmas 
dinner. Having made it myself, I can definitely 
recommend it.

Marguerite Patten was born in 1915, on 4 
November, when WW1 was still an ongoing 
battle. In 1947, she went on to be one of the 
first television celebrity chefs when her first 
cookery programme was shown on the BBC.

Microwave Christmas pudding.
• prep time: 15 mins
• Cooking time: 10 mins & 10 mins to 

stand
• Serves 4-6

INgREDIENTS
• 50g butter 
• 50g plain flour 
• Half a teaspoon of mixed spice 
• 75g white breadcrumbs
• 100g soft dark brown sugar 
• 150g sultanas 
• 75g raisins
• 50g dates

 

• 50g cherries
• 125g currants 
• 25g coarsely chopped peel 
• grated rind & juice of half lemon 
• 2 eggs 
• 2 tablespoon treacle 
• 1 tablespoon golden syrup 
• 50ml orange Juice 
• 50ml apple Juice

METhOD
- Sieve all the dry ingredients together & mix 
well.
- Stir in all remaining ingredients until 
completely mixed.
- Lightly grease a 2 pint pudding basin & fill 
with the mixture.
- Cover with cling film & make a slit in the top 
to allow steam to escape. 
- Cook on microwave high for 10 minutes.
- Allow to stand for 10 minutes after cooking. - 
Sprinkle with brandy & serve.

You can also see Marguerite making it on 
this YouTube link: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=naow1io23Vs n
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FAVOURITE WORD - by Donald Maclennan

Do you have a favourite word and why have 
you chosen it?

Would you like to share your favourite word 
with us and why you have chosen it? Serendipity 
is mine. Before I tell you why I like it, this is 
what my copy of the OED has to say. The faculty 
of making happy and unexpected discoveries by 
accident; [coined by Horace Walpole in 1754 
after The Three Princes of Serendip (Sri Lanka), a 
fairy-tale].

I was watching a science programme on 
television when I first heard the word being used. 
Not knowing its meaning, I looked it up. On 
considering the meaning, I realised that it fitted in 
with my ‘many life beliefs’ and how I was always 
happy to start any journey or project in the belief 
that things may turn out different from how I 
was expecting them to. I also had many ‘happy 
memories’ from Sri Lanka when I visited the 
island in 1982.

Years later I was chatting with a friend; we 
were talking about our ‘life events’ and their 
‘outcomes’. I mentioned that I lived my life 
believing in ‘serendipity’. Penny then went on to 
tell me about one of her life changing moments.

While living in Birmingham, to get to work, she 
had to take a 15 minute bus-ride into the centre of 
the city. Having got off at her bus stop, she had a 
short walk along the main street before taking a 
right turn up another street and onto her place of 
work. On this ‘life changing day’, having got off 
the bus, she did not turn right to go up her normal 
street but continued straight on, so taking a much 
longer way to work. She hadn’t taken this route 
before and found herself wondering why she had 
chosen to walk this longer route.  Moments later, 
there was a thunderous noise coming from the 
street she would normally have been walking up. 
With all the other pedestrians, she turned around 
to go back to see what the noise was. When she 
got to the street end, she looked up it in great 
amazement and disbelief. Where she would have 
been, had she taken her normal way to work, a 
4 storey building which had been covered with 
scaffolding for the past 5 weeks, had just collapsed 
and now covered the whole of the road and both 
pavements.

Like me, she also likes the word serendipity and 
often wonders where and how it has shaped her 
life. n

Get your crayons or felt tip pens out! Time to colour in!
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Salkeld was 415 of whom 189 were 
male. Statistically, the government 
could have expected around 50 
village men to have joined the 
colours. Though it would be wrong 
to celebrate the war in any sense, 
we can celebrate the 72 men who 
actually served and acknowledge 
those who made the supreme 
sacrifice during that conflict. Seven 
of the men mentioned on the 
memorial have a cross against their 
names and deserve special mention 
as they are the soldiers who died 
during service:

In Rupert Brooke’s poem, The Soldier, he 
writes:   

“If I should die, think only this of me

That there’s some corner of a foreign field

That is for ever England”

The government of the day made the decision 
not to return the bodies of soldiers to Great 
Britain but to bury them in the country where 
they fell. By the end of the war, an unimaginable 
1,115,597 British soldiers had died and over 
2 million had been wounded.  Over 500,000 
soldiers have no known grave.  

Six of our gallant men are buried in those 
foreign fields: in Palestine (Thomas Beeby), 
Belgium (Watson Beeby, Henry Holder, John 
Little) and France (William Hetherington and 
George Sewell).  Two have no known grave and, 
like thousands, are named only on memorial 
plaques in military cemeteries. The seventh, 
Albert Hilton, who died of natural causes at age 
20 in 1918, is buried in the northern end of St 
Cuthbert’s Churchyard.  His grave is marked 
by a military headstone and is easily identified. 
He served in the 3rd Battalion of the Border 
Regiment, a training battalion in the UK and 
was possibly a victim of influenza. At the time 
of his death, the battalion was based at Great 
Crosby for duty with the Mersey Garrison. 

Reflecting on WWI
Britons, Your Country Needs You – Great Salkeld’s Contribution

By Philip Bowden

This article reflects 
on that tradition of 

service to the country 
present amongst our 
village men as they 
became servicemen 
during World War 
1.  Visitors to the 
Village Hall can view 
a memorial to the 
men of the village 
who were involved in 
this war.  Some had 
been born and raised 
in the village, others 
had come here to work and others had lived 
in the village but had moved elsewhere before 
the start of WW1,  including some who had 
emigrated with their families and had then 
returned to Europe as part of the British Empire 
soldiers.  Named on the memorial are 72 men 
together with the regiments and battalions 
they served with.  There is no distinction of 
length of service, indeed there should not be. 
As the war progressed, many of the Regular 
units of the British Expeditionary Force and 
Territorial units, who had been mobilised just 
before the war, were decimated by the weapons 
of mass destruction of the time – the machine 
gun and artillery. To replace the losses, at 
first, volunteers were asked for and then later, 
in early 1916, conscription came into force.  
Under conscription, all men between the ages 
of 18 and 41 were called up to serve.  This was 
extended to age 51 later in the war and married 
men, who had initially been exempt, became 
liable for conscription from May 1916. The 
government pledged not to send teenagers into 
the front line. Men, who were youths when the 
war began, became eligible for conscription as 
the war progressed.

By the end of the war, some 12% of the 
UK population were either serving, had 
volunteered for service or been conscripted. 
In the 1911 census the population of Great 
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Henry Holder was only 22 when he died 
on 26/10/17. Originally from Askham, he 
is shown on the 1911 census as a cowman 
at a village farm.   He enlisted, aged 19, at 
Carlisle in November 1914 – one of the early 
volunteers and was a private soldier in the 2nd 
Battalion, the Border Regiment. At the time of 
Henry’s death, the battalion were involved in 
the 3rd Battle of Ypres, commonly known as 
Passchendaele, which was fought from the 31st 
July until 10 November 1917. The war diary for 
this battalion at the time of Henry’s death makes 
harrowing reading. A very small extract shows 
the conditions Henry died in:

The attack was carried out under a creeping 
barrage timed to start at 5.40am and the Battn 
advanced over very marshy ground through 
which the men were only just able to move.

Henry’s Company advanced into the valley 
where they got stuck in the mud up to the waist 
and were almost entirely wiped out.

John Little was just 22 when he died on 
the 10th April 1918.  He enlisted into the 8th 
Battalion Border Regiment.  John was born 
at Heyton, Cumberland and he was a general 
farmworker before the war.  His battalion were 
holding the line near Ploegstaart when the 
Germans launched their last major offensive of 
the war(Battle of Lys).  They attacked with such 
strength that they broke the British lines, forcing 
a temporary withdrawal. The 8th Battalion were 
ordered to counterattack with other battalions 
of their Brigade.  The day after he died, General 
Haig issued his famous ‘backs to the wall ‘order. 
Though the enemy were eventually held, the 
British Battalions were absolutely decimated 
with very significant casualties and were 
withdrawn from further action on the 16th April.

Extract from General Haig’s message to 
all ranks of the British Army in France and 
Flanders dated April 11th 1918.

There is no other course of action open to us 
but to fight it out. Every position must be held to 
the last man; there must be no retirement. With 

our backs to the wall and believing in the 
justice of our cause each one of us must fight 
on to the end. The safety of our homes and 
the Freedom of mankind alike depend upon 
the conduct of each one of us at this critical 
moment.

George Sewell was 29 years old when he 
enlisted in 1914 – another early volunteer.  
His enlistment papers include a note from 
the Lion Hotel stating he was quite capable 
of serving a pair of horses.  His enlistment 
papers show him as an agricultural worker. 
He was subsequently sent to the Army Service 
Corps (Horse Section).  The ASC were 
responsible for transporting military stores 
to the forward troops and, in the early part 
of the war, most of the transport was horse 
drawn. He was wounded in his right thigh, 
causing a compound fracture and died in No 3 
Stationary Hospital at Rouen, aged 30.   

Thomas and Watson Beeby were brothers 
and one can only imagine how distraught a 
family might be at the loss of one son. To 
lose two within a few months of each other 
must have been dreadful. Unfortunately this 
happened many times throughout the country.  
Both were sons of Sarah Hetherington 
(formerly Beeby) who ran the Highland 
Drove at that time. Thomas fought and died 
in Egypt. He had enlisted in the Shropshire 
Yeomanry but as the war progressed and 
conventional cavalry was no longer needed, 
many Yeomanry Regiments became Infantry 
Battalions. Thomas was wounded in the 2nd 
battle of Gaza and subsequently died of his 
wounds. Watson Beeby was an artilleryman 
supporting the 3rd Battle of Ypres when he 
was killed. He had enlisted at Penrith as a 
Territorial soldier.

As we proceed with commemorations of 
WW1 over coming months, it is appropriate 
to remember the human cost of the war and its 
effect on villages like our own.. n

(<< continued)  Reflecting on WWI
Britons Your Country Needs You – Great Salkeld’s Contribution

By Philip Bowden
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 To aptly close our ‘Reflecting on WWI’s features.... 
Great Salkeld’s Peace Day 1919

- as reported in a newspaper (probably the Cumberland & Westmorland 
Herald) and found in a scrap book at Nunwick Hall

A merry party at 
Nunwick hall 
August 12th 1919

Some time ago a few of 
the men of the parish of Great 
Salkeld held a meeting in the 
Reading Room to discuss ways 
and means of holding a festival 
to celebrate victory and peace. 
Mr. R. Heywood Thompson, 
Nunwick Hall, went to the 
meeting and told his friends that 
Mrs Thompson and he were 
anxious to entertain the whole 
village to peace festivities, 
and bear all the expense. The 
squire’s generosity was gratefully 
accepted, but as the committee 
had a certain amount of money 
in hand, it was decided that this 
should go towards the prize 
money for the sports.

Although not the best for 
agriculture, the weather was 
delightfully fine, and all enjoyed 
themselves to the utmost in 
the charming grounds on 
Saturday afternoon and evening, 
particularly the children who 
entered into the festival with great 
enthusiasm.

The proceedings began with a 
procession, the like of which had 
never been previously witnessed 
at Great Salkeld. The majority 
of the children were attired in 
representative or fancy costume, 
and as they mustered on the 
village green, the church bells 
meanwhile sending forth a merry 
peal, they formed a beautiful 
spectacle.

The procession formed up in 
the following order to walk to 
the Hall: Penrith Temperance 

Band; the children; V.A.D. 
nurses in uniform; demobilised 
soldiers; the village sewing party 
(who throughout the war had 
kept the local lads supplied with 
comforts); decorated bicycles, 
traps and other vehicles; members 
of the Parish Council and the 
general body of parishioners.

When they arrived on the 
lawn, the children and others in 
fancy costume were paraded for 
judging. Amongst those awarded 
prizes were: Jean James, Geisha; 
J Armstrong, Toreador and Mary 
Atkinson, Red Cross nurse.

The children were provided 
with a substantial tea, prior to 
which Mrs Thompson presented 
them with a handsome souvenir 
mug. After the young people had 
been provided for and set off for 
the sport field to further enjoy 
themselves, the adults had tea in a 
large marquee on the lawn.

After tea, the guests were 
free to enjoy themselves in the 
beautiful grounds and adjoining 
park. A sports committee had 
made ample arrangements for 
sports, which were carried 
through without a hitch. A novel 
feature in the games department 
was a homemade merry-go-
round, composed of a cart wheel 
turning horizontally on an axle, 
the circumference having been 
enlarged by a specially built 
framework. On this the younger 
(and some no longer children) 
had a lively time.

Sports included: flat races, 
wheelbarrow races, driving 
between bottles, egg and spoon, 
thread and needle races, slashing 
competition, blindfolded potato 

race, jockey race, slow bicycle 
race, pillow fighting, a fell 
race, and finally tug of war and 
wrestling.

At the conclusion of the 
sports, the company drew up to 
the marquee where The Rev. C. 
J. Gordon led a hearty vote of 
thanks to Mr and Mrs Thompson 
for their great generosity and all 
the committee and lady helpers, 
who had done so much to make 
the festival such a success.

Mr Thompson thanked his 
friends very heartily for their 
good wishes and speaking to the 
demobilised soldiers, he said it 
was due to their splendid pluck 
and endurance that the people 
of this country were now able to 
celebrate peace. About 70 young 
men had gone from the parish to 
face the foe, some of them never 
to return, and great sympathy was 
extended to their relatives and 
friends.

Mr W.Thompson replied on 
behalf of the ex- soldiers. He 
said the soldiers would never 
forget the splendid way in which 
the people of Great Salkeld sent 
comforts to them when they 
were away and he wished now to 
voice the soldiers’ great thanks 
for them. He felt that if England 
was again faced with disaster as 
she was in 1914, the lads of Great 
Salkeld would again rally to her 
aid as they had done in the past.

For the next few minutes, 
the air was rent with cheers and 
a finishing touch was put to a 
happy day by an enjoyable dance 
on the lawn. n
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Car, Van & 4x4 Servicing, Repair 
& MOT Testing 

 

Tel. 01768 898377 
 

View our selection of Quality  
Used Cars @ 

 

www.lacesofko.co.uk 

All our beef and pork is sourced
locally and the lamb is bred
and fattened by ourselves.

We supply a full range of
products to both private and

wholesale customers.

Call in anytime!

Unit 21, Devonshire Arcade, Penrith

Tel: (01768) 867026
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Pilates
 with Carol Westmorland

Vist our website for more info: 

gmc-services.co.uk

Call now for a FREE quote

01228 564446

OFFERFirst Sweep only £25normal price£35

Member of European  
Federation of 

Chimney Sweeps

CARBON 
MONOXIDE

KILLS!
Keep your family 
safe with regular 

CHIMNEY 
SWEEPING

Save 
£10


