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J. N. & D. BELLAS LTD

High Class Butcher
and General Stores                    
Please contact us for details
Main Street, Shap, 
Penrith, Cumbria.             
Tel: Shap (01931)  716624
  

Mobile Butcher Van 
Delivering to the local community

Delivering to your area of Great Salkeld                             
on Wednesday afternoons       

 

All our beef and pork is sourced
locally and the lamb is bred
and fattened by ourselves.

We supply a full range of
products to both private and

wholesale customers.

Call in anytime!

Unit 21, Devonshire Arcade, Penrith

Tel: (01768) 867026
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Dear all,
There certainly has been a cold wind blowing this past winter; let’s hope this coming spring 
brings back the warmer weather. We also hope this spring issue of Craic brings warmth into your 
souls.

It’s with sadness that we have to tell you Frank Hope is stepping down as editor of the 
magazine. Frank has committed 4 years of his time to the magazine, being involved with it from 
its conception. He now needs to devote more of his time to other issues. Thank you Frank for all 
your support, you will be missed.

The compiling of the magazine does demand a lot of time from its volunteers and we are 
continually looking for people to help us. If you have time and you would be able to help out, 
please do get in contact. I do hope you enjoy reading on and, as always, your feed back is 
important and greatly appreciated.
        Donald Maclennan, Editor 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
CONTRIBUTIONS:   
Please send your news to copy@great-salkeld.net. We welcome Readers’ Views on articles which 
are published and invite our readers to suggest topics for inclusion in future issues. News and 
Events are also included on the Village Website: www.great-salkeld.net The website contains the 
Diary of Village Events, which is frequently updated. Email Linda Jervis on diary@great-salkeld.
net for diary inclusion. We won’t always have space to include every article or item in the current 
Craic; some items will be held over to subsequent issues, while some items will go onto the 
village website.

ADVERTISE in CRAIC
Advert rates per issue are: ¼ page £15, ½ page £25, Full page £50. Single A5 flier inserts £20.  
Discounts for a full year.   Contact us: copy@great-salkeld.net  

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Thank you! 
The Craic Team would like to give a big thank you to everyone who kindly donated money 
during the delivery of the Winter issue of the magazine.  The total sum collected was £123.20 and 
this will be used to help with printing costs. 

Scotmid Grant - The Great Salkeld ‘Craic’ Team would like 
to thank Scotmid Co-operative for their grant of £250 towards the 
printing costs of the magazine.

Editorial

Cover photograph: Spring wild flowers - by Fiona Exon
This page photograph: Spring lambs - by Fiona Exon
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Have you heard of H.A.O. (Healing 
Animals Organisation)?

I have 3 loving Labradors, each with a 
very different character. They are Wizadora, 
Flashman and Mohini.  Flash and Mo are both 
from Wizzy’s first and only litter.

Unlike Flash with his outgoing personality, 
Mo is a very sensitive animal and her 
behaviour was starting to concern me.  She has 
an irrational fear of hens and will go to great 
lengths to avoid them. Also the sound of the toast 
popping out of our toaster would turn her into a 
quivering wreck and I never dared switch on the 
cooker hood if she was in the kitchen.

Having recently been told that Sue Robinson 
was studying ‘animal healing’ and that she was 
looking for case studies as part of her course, I 
decided to contact her in the hope she could help 
sort Mo out. 

When Sue arrived at my home, the dogs 
instantly took a liking to her and gave her a big 
slobbery welcome.  After explaining what she 
was hoping to achieve, Sue took Mo into a room 
away from all other distractions.  After getting 
Mo comfortable and putting her at ease by 
stroking her, Sue then began the healing process. 
In order to do this, spiritual contact needs to 
be made with the subject. Sue achieved this by 
quietly talking to Mo while stroking her.  Having 
made contact, Sue begins to move her hands 
above and around Mo’s body. 

Mo was very comfortable with this process 
and would keep looking up at Sue, before falling 
into a deep sleep, while heavily snoring.  After 45 
minutes of the healing, Sue brought Mo back out 
of her deep sleep by grounding her. To do this she 
needed to touch Mo’s paws to the ground . Once 
Sue had left, we noticed that Mo did appear to be 
in a more relaxed state of behaviour.

A few days later, having noticed Mo was still 
in a relaxed state, we decided to put her fear of 
hens to the test. We would go for a walk along 
the footpath through the motor cross field where 
free range hens from the neighbouring field are 

often roaming. Normally Mo would refuse to 
walk along this path and if we were to force her 
to follow, she would be at our heels the entire 
way, with a terrified look on her face. But today 
was to be different, as she boldly jumped over 
the stile before Wiz and Flash and once on the 
path she continued to run ahead playing with 
both of them. She did nervously glance around 
every now and then to see if there were any 
stray hen’s on the loose; when she eventfully 
did come across one, rather that run as fast as 
she could in the opposite direction, she just 
walked straight on past it.

I would highly recommend Sue Robinson 
and her skills as an animal healer;  she has 
helped my nervous little dog a great deal and I 
can’t thank her enough.

Second Healing

Several weeks later, Sue got in touch with 
me. She had another healing she needed to do 
and could she come around again. This would 
be the last healing before her exams. 

When Sue arrived,  I had Mo sitting ready 
for her.  But to my delight,  it was a human she 
needed to work on (sorry Mo, it’s my turn).

Sue sat me on an upright chair with my bare 
feet on the floor. Sue explained what she was 
going to do. Firstly she laid her hands on my 
shoulders to make contact. She then started 
working around my body with her hands a few 
inches away from me.  Moving from my head, 
shoulder, arms and down to my heart, and 
then onto my stomach and lower limbs. The 
healing left me feeling a warm sensation.  Also 
a circling swirling like sensation on the parts of 

Mo Me and Sue 
- by Kathleen Hannah

>>>
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‘D’ye Ken John Peel’ 
is Cumbria’s most 

famous folksong - perhaps 
it is one of only a handful 
that actually originated in 
Cumbria. 

Many other folksongs 
have travelled the country 
in past years, spread 
by travellers or printed 
broadsheets, where a 
slight change to the words 
has meant that it has 
become a “local” song.

Cumbrian versions 
often mention local 
activities such as hiring fairs and hunting 
songs.

For example, there are many folksongs 
about butchers with almost the same tune 
that crop up in different places, but locally 
called ‘The Copshawholme Butcher.” A long 
tale of a travelling man deceived.

‘Lish young buy -a- broom’ is supposed to 
have been written by a Cumberland poacher 
called William Graham, but again it uses a 
well-known tune and story.

‘Corby Castle’ is definitely local in words 
if not tune, perhaps written as a local ballad 
in the C19th.

Cumbrian Folk Song
However, John Peel is definitely 

local, based on a real person living 
in Caldbeck.

His friend, John Woodcock 
Graves of Wigton, wrote the words 
in 1832 and it was originally sung 
to the tune called Bonnie Annie.

Another local, William Metcalf, 
the organist at Carlisle Cathedral, 
altered the tune to the one that is 
most familiar. Today, it is well-
known to folks everywhere, even 
in New Zealand where John 
Woodcock Green has a memorial. 
The tune is used as the Border 

Regimental marching song.
In the late 1940’s and early 1950’s two Carlisle 

friends spent many happy hours cycling around 
North Cumbria, encouraging men in local pubs to 
remember and sing old folk songs. Robert Forrester 
and Norman Alford had a desire common to many 
collectors of folksongs. They caught the “final echo 
of some fine old songs and tunes”, before they 
vanished into obscurity.

I hope that people living today will remember and 
keep singing some of these local songs.

Please let me know if you have any memories of 
singing folk songs, particularly ones that are local. 
Sheila Fletcher Lazonby 898 804. n

my body she was moving over. While Sue was 
moving down my left arm, I suddenly jumped 
when she got to my elbow. I had a slight pain 
around the muscle. Sue later told me she felt 
something was not right.

She also had to work on my stomach for a 
while as she could sense something was not 
quite right there. After the 50 minute session, 
Sue finished by touching my feet to ground me, 
so bringing me back into the present.

All the time I was being healed I felt ‘Totally 
Relaxed’, warm and at peace. I was also aware 
that the dogs were taking great interest during my 
healing session.

On asking Sue about her feelings during the 
healing, she said she had mostly good vibes but 
did feel there were issues with my elbow and 
stomach. What Sue did not know before she 
started the session, was that I had been having 
trouble with my stomach. I had a bad reaction to 
some antibiotics and my belly was in turmoil. n

>>>

There will be a follow up article by Sue in the Summer issue of Craic
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Eden Camera Club is a 
fairly new club which aims 

to offer members a friendly 
environment in which they can 
share, enjoy and learn more about 
photography. 

The club meets weekly 
on Monday evenings from 
September to April in Lazonby 
Village Hall and also has outdoor 
outings throughout the year.

The weekly sessions include:
lTutorials on the basics of 

taking a good photograph, such 
as composition, use of apertures 
and speeds.

l How to process your 
photographs using camera 
software, Lightroom, elements, 
Photoshop etc.

l Practical sessions – still life, 
close ups,  portraiture.

l Presentation by visiting 
photographers

l ‘Themed’ photo assignments 
– with feedback 

l Seasonal competitions – 
voted for by members.

l Plus anything else that 
members request.

It has been an amazing 
first year with some fantastic 
photographic presentations from 
the various speakers – all of 
whom have very different styles 
of photography – and all of whom 
have inspired us as members to 
get out with our cameras more 
and have a go!!

We also exhibited in our first 
exhibition at the Brougham 
PhotoFest 2 last September at 

Brougham Hall and plan to return 
for the 3rd event in 2015. We have 
had a recent display in Ravenbridge 
Stores, Kirkoswald, where some of 
the framed and mounted 

photographs and cards were sold. 
The Club has also been invited to 
photograph local events – such 
as Apple Day at Acorn Bank and 
then to photograph the wedding 
of a couple who had ‘eloped’ to 
Cumbria for their wedding in 
a local church. Three members 
took photographs of the wedding 
and snaps of the couple in the 
surrounding countryside.

The Club is hosting an evening 
with award winning wildlife 
photojournalists, Ann & Steve 
Toon. ‘Shooting the Wild – from 
Cumbria to the Kalahari”, will 
include images, anecdotes and 
advice from their travels in the UK, 
Africa & beyond’. 7.30pm Friday 
17th April at Stoneybeck Inn, 
Penrith, Tickets £8 –bookable in 
advance.

Photographs of the wedding 
and from our various ‘themed’ 
nights, location shoots, practical 
sessions and competitions and 
the programme for the year  can 
be found on our website:  www.
edenvalleycamerclub.co.uk

For further information 
contact: Jill Eastham 01768 870824 
or Ruth Lee 01768 898604 or just 
come along to Club Night – in the 
Jubilee Room, Lazonby Village 
Hall from 7pm-9pm Mondays. 
Visitor Fee: £3 / a session for up to 
3 sessions; Annual Subs £25. n

Eden Valley Camera Club
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Great Salkeld Dub Pond

The Great Salkeld Dub 
and the surrounding 

terrestrial habitat, in the form 
of the old dry stone walls 
and dense vegetation, are 
of major importance locally 
and in the Eden Valley, as a 
breeding site for all 3 species 
of British newts. These newts 
are smooth, palmate, and the 
strictly protected great crested 
newt. In addition to these, 
common frogs and common 
toads also breed here.

Many of our amphibian 
species are sadly in decline 
due to in- filling or neglect of 
their breeding ponds. There 
are also many diseases that 
can affect these animals which have led to 
serious declines globally. The fact that all 
5 of these amphibian species breed here in 
the Great Salkeld Dub makes this a  unique 
site, so many other ponds both locally and 
nationally often have far fewer of these 
species congregating to breed in one pond.

Recently this pond has undergone 
vital habitat management to enhance the 
environment for these species. This work 
was funded by a grant obtained by the Parish 
Council from “Nurture Eden”.* The pond 
had become so over grown with Bull rushes 
( typha)  and so badly silted up with mud 
and overgrown with grasses , that it did not 
have any open standing water beyond April, 
in most years. In order for the amphibians 
to thrive and breed here, the pond needs to 
hold water until the autumn months; newt 
larvae tend to leave the water in August or 
September and live on land for 2-3 years 
before they become sexually mature and 
then return to the water. Frog and toad 
tadpoles tend to metamorphose and leave the 
water in June and July.

“The recent habitat work carried out here will 
not only benefit amphibians, it will also make it 
an important site for invertebrates and birds and 
also bats. They will use this as both a feeding and 
watering place.” said Paul Hudson, a local licenced 
Newt handler.

It is anticipated that an evening will be organised 
in late April so that village residents can learn more 
and possibly see some of the inhabitants of the pond . 
Paul Hudson will be on hand to answer questions and 
possibly show some of the newts. Please watch the 
Village Notice Boards for details of this event.

It should always be remembered that the Dub is a 
protected habitat and that care should be taken not 
to interfere with the ecology of the Dub, unless it is 
carried out under the auspice of an approved Newt 
Expert. n

* Nurture Eden was created to work together with 
businesses across the Eden Valley to develop the 
tourism offer in Eden through creating a wide-ranging 
programme of responsible tourism activity and 
support environmental projects. For more information 
visit www.nurtureeden.org

Photo: Fiona Exon
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Bird Nests - by Richard Wood 

No matter whether you be 4 or 74, there 
is always a great thrill in finding a 

birds’nest. That is just the start of your voyage 
of discovery – what species of bird have you 
found, how many eggs are in the nest and what 
do they look like, is the mother still laying 
or has she started to incubate, when will they 
hatch? And then there are so many places to 
look for nests – hedgerows, pond and stream 
edges, in barns and outbuildings, holes in 
walls and trees – birds are capable of nesting 
anywhere and often surprise us. So it is possible 
to while away hours of enjoyable searching and 
you never know – it may be a species you have 
never found before!

When you think about it, it really is a miracle 
that a bird can make a nest atall. It has no 
parent at hand to teach it what material to use, 
or where best to build it, or how to build it or 
when to build it. Some species, such as the 
wren or long-tailed tit, build highly intricate 
structures which are wonders of engineering, 
whilst others, such as pigeons or magpies, just 
lay a few sticks on top of each other to form 
a rudimentary platform in the crook of a tree. 
Moreover,each species uses its own specific 
materials to form the nest. So a swallow or 
house martin will scoop up mud in their beak 
from the edge of a puddle, pond or stream to 
build a mud-formed cup on the side of a beam 
in a barn or underneath the eaves of a house. 
But the mud must be of exactly the correct 

consistency to adhere 
to the wall; neither too 
wet or too dry. And 
returning to the long-
tailed tit, which is surely 
my favourite nest – what 
taught that little bird to 
make a large compact 
domed structure which is 
usually slightly elongated 
vertically and with a hole 
to one side near the top, 
and made from moss 

Blackbird nest (large photo) 
and Blue tit nest
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interwoven with spiders webs and gossamer and 
covered with lichen, the inside thickly lined with 
feathers. Add to that the fact that it will lay 8-12 
eggs inside and then where does it put its tail 
whilst incubating, hatching and feeding that lot?!

Some birds nest in social colonies, such as 
rooks and tree and house sparrows, and will 
even use the same nests from year to year 
with a little bit of titivation. Others are highly 
secretive and seek the most hidden of spots to 
conceal themselves. Many of these are ground 
nesting birds which therefore rely heavily on 
camouflage both of the nest and themselves to 
remain concealed. A hen pheasant sitting on a 
nest surrounded by dead leaves and vegetation 
is extremely difficult to spot as is a woodcock, 
nightjar, snipe or partridge. How often have you 
walked across a field and singing overhead is a 
skylark or a lapwing, but now try to find its nest 
hidden on the ground – nearly impossible!

There is, of course, one species of bird 
renowned for making no nest of its own atall. The 
cuckoos will use other bird’s nests in which to 
lay an egg, such as a wagtail, robin or dunnock, 
and the adopted parents will then incubate, hatch 
and rear the intruder. Not only that but the cuckoo 
chick will manoeuvre out of the nest any other 
hatchlings so that it receives all the food itself in 
order to better survive.

Once a nest is made, then a clutch of eggs 
are laid until the required amount before the 
bird starts to incubate. Most birds lay a similar 
number of eggs according to their breed, 
such as blackbirds 4-5, robin 5-6, pigeon 2. 
Some birds, notably the owl family, start to 
incubate from the first egg laid, even though 
they continue to lay and sit. This means that 
the young hatch out at different ages, with the 
first hatched being the largest and strongest, 
and the last, the weakest. This is all part of a 
survival technique whereby, in years of scarce 
food supply, the strongest will survive to the 
detriment of the weakest.

I wonder what tricks the birdlife get upto 
this year. Only last spring, we went to Hexham 
Auction Mart and just outside the main 
entrance was a permanent litter bin with a large 
handwritten notice on it –“PLEASE DO NOT 
USE. BLUE TIT NESTING INSIDE.” Later in 
the summer, on the vintage tractor stand at an 
agricultural show, an old Fordson tractor had a 
sign on it, saying “STATIC EXHIBIT ONLY. 
ROBIN NESTING IN ENGINE”

Please note that the interference with any 
bird’s nest or the collection of wild bird’s eggs 
is illegal. n

(<<<continued)....                Bird Nests - by Richard Wood

Swallow young in their nest
by Fiona Exon
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CRAIC Recipe 
What more could you want at Easter - than a little bit of 

Chocolate Heaven!

Preparation time 15 mins + chilling

Ingredients - Serves 8
• 400g/14oz plain chocolate
• 75ml/5 level tbsp golden syrup
• 60ml/4tbsp brandy
• 600ml/1 pint double cream
• chocolate curls or grated chocolate to 

decorate (optional)

Method
• Break the chocolate in to a heat proof bowl, add 
the syrup and brandy .Stand the bowel over a pan 
of  gently simmering water until the chocolate 
melts ( ensure the water does not touch the bowl 
or the chocolate may overheat and harden )
• Stir until evenly mixed. Remove from the 
heat and leave to cool for 5-10 mins, stirring 
occasionally.
• Lightly whip 450ml/15fl oz of cream until it just 
holds its shape. Fold into the chocolate mixture.
• Divide between eight glasses or small dishes. 
Cover and chill overnight.
• Lightly whip the remaining cream and spoon 
over the mixture.
• Decorate with chocolate curls or grated 
chocolate.

This is a very rich chocolate mousse and can also 
be frozen.
To freeze, spoon in to freezer proof dish/ dishes , 
overwrap and freeze.
To use, thaw for 15 mins to serve iced or 30 mins 
for a softer texture. n

 Poo ‘Stones’  by Kathleen Hannah

Did you play pooh sticks when you were a 
child? Like Christopher Robin and Winnie 

the Pooh, I know I did.
Recently, while walking around Great Salkeld 

village with my dogs, I discovered there is now 
another variation of that game which I’ve called 
‘Poo Stones’.

All you need to play ‘Poo Stones’, is a dog and 
a grassy lane with a stone wall running the length 
of it. So how do you play ‘Poo Stones’ I hear you 
asking? It’s quite easy, here’s how. When walking 
along the lane you need to wait for your dog to 
poo. Once this has happened you then have to pick 
a stone off the wall, which you then place over the 
poo.

So let’s say you have a dog 12 years and it 
poo’s 3 times a day. That is 21 poo’s a week or 
1092 poo’s a year. Over 12 years that will add up 
to 13,104 poo’s.

So my question for the ‘Poo Stone Game 
Player’ is: what is going to happen to the stone 
wall and the lane if they continue to play ‘Poo 
Stones’ during the life of their dog?

I happen to like stone walls and also 
appreciate how important they are; also any land 
owner or farmer will tell you how costly they 
are to maintain. So could the player of this game 
please stop playing it? If they would like some 
‘FREE’ Poo Bags, I am more than happy to 
supply them. n
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Getting the garden ready for Spring

Taking time in spring 
to build fertility 

and loosen soil will 
set you up for a more 
productive year. First, 
a few weeks before 
you plan to plant, work 
in any cover crops 
and then blanket your 
garden bed with at least 
a half-inch layer of good 
compost — a full inch would be even better. The 
compost will provide the soil with a fresh infusion 
of nutrient-rich organic matter, and improve the 
soil’s ability to handle water and nourish your 
crops. 

Focus on cultivating your soil. Pounding rain, 
gravity and other forces can cause soil to become 
compacted over time, so loosening it before 
planting should be a priority. If you plan to plant in 
a young bed that you need to cultivate in order to 
remove rocks or roots, use a shovel or digging fork 
to turn the soil when it’s dry and crumbly (never 
when it’s wet and clumpy, or you’ll be stuck with 
big, brick-like clods). In established beds, you can 
use a broadfork to break up the soil. This will prime 
your garden soil for planting by helping it dry out 
and warm up, and permit roots to penetrate the soil 
more easily.

Protect Against Frost
March and April can still be frosty, especially 

at night, so keep an eye on the weather forecast, 
Sources: Mother Earth News / HGTV

and protect tender plants if a frost threatens. 
Cloches, horticultural fabric, or even cut-down 
plastic bottles will give frost protection. You 
can also use cloches on areas of bare soil to 
warm it up for sowing.

Transplant Seedlings
If you come across any self-sown annual or 

biennial seedlings in your beds and borders, pot 
them up or transplant them to a more permanent 
growing location if necessary. You can begin 

to harden off seedlings raised 
in pots under cover, but do not 
plant them outside until the 
threat of frost has completely 
passed. 

Guard Against Slugs 
and Snails

Young growth is particularly 
vulnerable to attack from slugs 
and snails, so protect it using a 

barrier method, such as copper tape, egg shells, 
or a line of coarse sand, or scatter slug pellets.

Protect Fruit Blossoms
Late frost can still happen in early spring, so 

be careful to protect fruit blossoms and young 
fruitlets until there is no further threat. The buds 
and flowers of peaches, nectarines, and cherries 
open early and are prone to frost damage. 
Protect wall-trained and free-standing trees with 
fabric.

Plant Trees
Use your last chance to plant bare root trees 

in March, while they are still in a near-dormant 
state. If you have missed out on bare root 
stock, container-grown trees can be planted 
throughout spring and will be available from 
garden centres. If you plant young fruit trees 
and bushes, pinch off any flowers this year to 
encourage a good root system. n
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Many historians argue that the First 
World War was a watershed for 

women in Britain. In reality, the development 
of women’s political and economic rights 
between 1914 and 1918 was more complicated 
than such arguments allow. Some writers 
indeed contend that the emancipator effects of 
the Great War have been vastly over-stated. 

On the eve of war, the position of women 
in British society was largely unfavourable. 
In the workplace, ‘women’s work’ - most 
commonly, domestic service - was poorly paid 
and considered separate from, and inferior to, 
‘men’s work’. Women were still expected to 
give up work once they were married, to revert 
to their ‘natural’ roles of wife, mother and 
housekeeper.

Despite or because of this situation, 
Britain was home to the most active feminist 
movement in western Europe: the Women’s 
Social and Political Union (WSPU), founded 
in 1903 by Emmeline and Christabel Pankhurst 
and better known as the Suffragettes. But 
many politicians, including prime minister 
H Asquith, remained reluctant to support 
women’s suffrage actively, using the WSPU’s 
violent methods to justify their position.

Women’s response to war

The response of women to the outbreak 
of war in August 1914 was mixed. A small 
number adopted a staunch anti-war position 
and later worked with the conscientious 
objectors’ movement. A much larger minority 
threw their patriotic weight behind the Allied 

Women’s 
emancipation as 
a result of the 1st 
World War

Compiled with 
information from The 
National Archives

cause. The Pankhursts reined in the WSPU’s 
militant campaign, arguing that the military 
triumph of a ‘male nation’ such as Germany 
would be ‘a disastrous blow to the women’s 
movement’. Government propaganda made 
great play of patriotic women who harried 
their ‘cowardly’ men folk to enlist in the armed 
forces.

The majority of British women, however, 
fell somewhere between these two extremes, 
viewing the war as an inevitability for which 
they now had to make sacrifices.

New opportunities 

The Pankhursts rightly saw that the war 
would provide new employment opportunities 
for women. Just 2,000 had been employed in 
government dockyards, factories and arsenals 
in July 1914, but by November 1918, this 
figure had risen to 247,000. The number 
employed in the transport industry expanded 
by 555% to roughly 100,000. In other areas 
such as agriculture, banking and the civil 
service, there were smaller, but still noticeable, 
increases. At least one million women were 
formally added to the British workforce 
between 1914 and 1918.

Throughout the war, however, both 
the government and the press tended, for 
propaganda reasons, to exaggerate the extent 
to which women took over men’s jobs. Actual 
female dentists, barbers and architects - all of 
which were featured on war savings postcards 
- were extremely rare. Most male-dominated 

>>>
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professions remained closed to women. Even 
in areas where they were employed in large 
numbers, such as munitions and transport, 
they were often treated as inferior, stop-gap 
replacements for enlisted men. Moreover, 
women’s wages, routinely portrayed as ‘high’ 
in the wartime press, remained significantly 
lower than those of their male counterparts.

Many women did find their wartime labour 
experiences in some way ‘liberating’, if only 
because it freed them from woefully paid jobs 
in domestic service. But the comment made 
in 1918 by the women’s suffrage campaigner 
that ‘the war revolutionised the industrial 
position of women’ - should be treated with 
caution.

Reward and backlash

The Representation of the People Act 
(February 1918) was widely portrayed as a 
‘reward’ for the contribution of female labour 
to the war effort. However, while the Act 
granted the vote to all men over 21 (subject 
to a six months’ residency qualification), only 
women over the age of 30 were given the 
same privilege.

Further proof of the limits of the wartime 
march towards sexual equality was provided 
by the post-war backlash against women’s 
employment - in particular, against the 
continued employment of married women. 
As soon as the conflict ended, the number of 
women working in munitions factories and 
transport fell away rapidly. Ex-servicemen 

reclaimed the jobs that had been performed 
by women during the previous four years. 
Moreover, even in long-standing bastions 
of female employment such as the laundry 
industry, women now found themselves in 
competition with disabled ex-servicemen.

As in France, the idea of women returning 
to their ‘rightful’ domestic place was a 
prominent theme in post-war Britain. Many of 
their undoubted advances between 1914 and 
1918 were thus only partial or temporary.

The Catalyst had been laid

However the catalyst had been laid, there 
were tasks that the male bastion was not 
suited to, that woman’s dexterity made them 
suitable for jobs that required nimble fingers 
and being able to multi task. Such jobs were 
telephone exchange operators. 

Typing with their mass production 
typewriters made it possible for companies 
to increase their efficiency and profits by 
employing many women to undertake this 
task, hence the typing pool was created. 

This evolved into the field of data 
processing when the punched card was the 
media for inputting data into computers.

Nursing, though women were heavily 
employed in this field, it was not until the late 
50’s that men were seen in the wards. 

Finally politics, though still under 
represented in UK’s Parliament, women 
have had a great influence in their countries 
politics. n

Everything was changing for women - especially in the workplace
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NO STREAKS WITH THE LEEK
 
Local window cleaner Andy Leek: 
-  Cleans windows either 

traditionally or using the 
water pole fed system.

-  One man operation 
so reliability and 
customer loyalty 
are of key 
importance.

-  Also specialising in full conservatory 
cleaning and gutter clearances.

 
For a fast and friendly quote please contact 
Andy on 01768 870974  or 07737676513.  

                   E: andrewleek7@gmail.com 

Half price gutter clearance for all new 
customers

1.  What is the name of the 3 leafed clover 
associated with St Patricks day?

2. The love apple is the original name for what?
3.  The Death Cap is the most poisonous variety 

of what?
4.  What flower is named after the Botanist Dr 

Leonard Fuchs?
5. Which lake is the only lake in Cumbria?
6. What famous food is made in Cartmel?
7.  What is the name of the house Beatrix Potter 

lived in?
8.  England’s shortest, widest and deepest canal 

is in which town?
9.  What was the only summit that Wainwright 

wrote about, but never reached the top of?
10.  Scafell Pike is the highest mountain in 

England. How high is it?
11.  Which village claims to have the deepest 

lake, smallest church, highest mountain and 
biggest liar?

A bit of a quiz for the Spring holidays....
12.  In what year was the Lake District designated 

as a National Park?
13. What is the common name for Digitalis?
14.  When was the Musgrave Monument in Penrith 

erected?
15.  In what year was N Arnison & Sons in Penrith 

established?
16. In which year was the WI founded?
17.  Where was the 1st Butlins Holiday Camp 

built?
18. Which European city has the most canals?
19. Where is William I buried?
20. Who owns the Oval Cricket Venue?
21. What is the full name of Queen Elizabeth II?
22.  What is the name of Queen Victoria’s favourite 

place on the Isle of Wight?
23.  Who was the only woman Prime Minister in 

the UK?
24.  What was the popular chewing gum named for 

a game of chance?
25.  What was the first modern postage stamp 

called?
26. Who was known as The Lady of the Lamp?
27.  If you nibbled a Lady’s Finger in an Indian 

restaurant, what would you be eating?
28. Who wrote the Opera Tosca?
29. Where and what are the Seven Sisters?
30. Who was William Booth?

ANSWERS
1. SHAMROCK; 2. TOMATO; 3. MUSHROOM; 4. FUCHSIA
5. BASSENTHWAITE; 6. STICKY TOFFEE PUDDING
7. HILLTOP; 8. ULVERSTON; 9. HELM CRAG; 10. 3210 Ft 
– 1070 yds – 978.4 Mts; 11. WASDALE HEAD; 12. 1951; 13. 
FOXGLOVE; 14. 1861; 15. 1742; 16. 1915; 17. SKEGNESS 
1936; 18. BIRMINGHAM; 19. ABBAYE-AUX-HOMME CAEN; 
20. DUCHY OF CORNWALL; 21. ELIZABETH ALEXANDRA 
MARY WINDSOR; 22. OSBOURNE HOUSE; 23. BARONESS 
MARGARET HILDA THATCHER; 24. BLACK JACK; 25. 
PENNY BLACK; 26. FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE; 27. OKRA 
OR A BHINDI; 28. PUCCINI; 29. A SERIES OF CHALK CLIFFS 
IN EAST SUSSEX. 30. METHODIST PREACHER FOUNDER 
OF SALVATION ARMY
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Car, Van & 4x4 Servicing, Repair 
& MOT Testing 

 

Tel. 01768 898377 
 

View our selection of Quality  
Used Cars @ 

 

www.lacesofko.co.uk 

A ‘Real Country Pub’ with the original

KYLOES Restaurant
 which continues to provide one of

 the best dining experiences in Cumbria.

Gt Salkeld, Penrith, Cumbria, CA11 9NA
T. 01768 898349  www.kyloes.co.uk
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POWERWASHING
 

• LOCAL CONTACT
• PATIO & DECKING CLEANED
• ENVIRONMENTALLY SAFE
• MONOBLOCKING REPLACED
• FREE QUOTES

CALL: 01768 870072 and ASK FOR JIM
E-MAIL: JIMGRAY61@BTINTERNET.COM
TEXT or CALL: 07833 347785

Vist our website for more info: 

gmc-services.co.uk

Call now for a FREE quote

01228 564446

OFFERFirst Sweep only £25normal price£35

Member of European  
Federation of 

Chimney Sweeps

CARBON 
MONOXIDE

KILLS!
Keep your family 
safe with regular 

CHIMNEY 
SWEEPING

Save 
£10

 

RICHARD HARVEY 

BUILDING 
Contractor. 

Extensions, Renovation, Conservatories, 

Replacement windows, no job too large or small 

All digger work undertaken 

 

 

 

CONTACT RICHARD HARVEY 

5 Grayson Drive, Great Salkeld, Penrith CA119NY 

Tel 01768898862 Mobile 07774763191 

 

 

Contact: David Rackham   01768 881221

Ice cream for all occasions:-
Fetes

Parties
Sports Days
Weddings

or any other events

Let us help you enjoy the summer

LOCAL
Traditional Homemade Ice Cream


