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To all our readers

How fortunate we were to have such a glorious Easter, which I trust 
you all enjoyed. With the forthcoming Olympic and Jubilee events,  
let’s hope we have some beautiful summer weather.

We’re pleased to be able, stop press, to include a special four-page 
pull-out souvenir of the Queen’s Jubilee celebrations in the village, 
with a highlight being the Hog Roast and disco at the Village Hall on 
Sunday, 3rd June. Our thanks to Ian Atkinson for the photographs.

For those, like me, who are partial to fish dishes, Jo Thompson has 
submitted an appetising salmon recipe with, perhaps, the fish coming 
from the Eden River - see Richard Wood’s article, p.14. 

As a reminder, the excellent series of “Pennine Perambulations” by 
Colin Barnfield is featured on the centre pages, which can be pulled 
out or copied by those who would like to do these walks themselves, 
perhaps with visitors.

In tribute to the late Rev. Vernon Clarke we include, in this issue, Part 
1 of his “Reminiscences”, as related to Neil Wales a few years ago. 
They make fascinating reading.

Congratulations to the reader who spotted the error in the Spring 
Flower Puzzle (pic. 8), which appeared in Craic 5. This flower was 
incorrectly identified as “Wood Anemone”, but is now thought to be a 
“Stitchwort”. Please inform us if you think otherwise. Feedback from 
our readers is always welcome. We again make a request for one of 
your favourite poems, for inclusion in our Autumn issue. 

From the Craic team, we wish you all a pleasant Summer. n 
   Frank Hope, Editor

Cover image - Summer Wildflowers in the Churchyard and 
Editorial page image - Wild Orchid in an Eden Valley Meadow by Fiona Exon.

l CONTRIBUTIONS:  Please send your news to copy@
great-salkeld.net. We welcome Readers’ Views on articles which 
are published and invite our readers to suggest topics for inclusion 
in future issues. News and Events are also included on the Village 
Website: www.great-salkeld.net The website contains the Diary of 
Village Events, which is frequently updated. Email Linda Jervis on 
diary@great-salkeld.net for diary inclusion. We won’t always have 
space to include every article or item in the current Craic; some items 
will be held over to subsequent issues, while some items will go onto 
the village website.

Editorial

l ADVERTISE in CRAIC
Advert rates per issue are: 1/4 page £15, 1/2 page £25, Full page £50. 
Single A5 flier inserts £20.  Contact Linda: Tel No. 01768 897136 or 
email diary@great-salkeld.net 

 (Photio by Fiona Exon)
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Village ‘Garden Walk’              by Fiona Exon    

On a gloriously warm, sunny Sunday afternoon in late 
May, “The Friends of St Cuthbert’s Church” hosted 
a Garden Walk. Several gardens in and around Great 

Salkeld and North Dykes opened their gates to visitors. Each 
was different in design, atmosphere, age, size and planting.  

Rather than describe the gardens in words, we will let a few 
photographs of some of the attractive corners illustrate just how 
beautiful these loved spaces are. All are gardens to delight and 
inspire.

Delicious cakes and teas were served in the Old Rectory 
garden. n                                              

     Photographs by Fiona Exon
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Great Salkeld & Area Calendar 2013 - ideal gifts
We’re very pleased to announce that Craic magazine will be 

producing a calendar for 2013. It should be ready to purchase in 
September. 

This limited edition colour calendar (32cm deep x 12cm wide) 
is supplied with an envelope for easy posting. Each month’s colour 
image is a postcard that you can remove and use.

Photographs are scenes in and around Great Salkeld in all 
seasons and taken by a local photographer. 

The calendars will be £6 each or £15 for 3. If you’d like to make 
sure of your copy/ies you can pre-order them from Frank Hope, 
Craic Editor on 01768 898954 or email copy@great-salkeld.net.

Below are some of the images which will feature. n

How ...................................n
Photographsby Gareth Coslett

Auction of Promises
15th September at 7pm

at Great Salkeld Village Hall
In aid of St Cuthbert’s Church. 
Any donations of promises 
welcomed.  Please contact 
Julia Downie (898868) or Ruth 
Metcalfe (898721).

Rose Bank Sawmill, near Dalston 
It was through word of mouth that I came upon this Sawmill, 

located in the beautiful setting close to Rose Castle, near 
Dalston, Carlisle, close to which there are scenic walks along 
the river Caldew.

Rose Castle, being the former residence of the Bishops of 
Carlisle from 1203 to 2009, now sadly stands empty.

Since its inception, three generations of the Bowe family 
have been involved in Rose Bank Sawmill. Established in the 
1940’s, it was initially a base for Rose Castle Estate workers 
until it became a family owned business in 1989.

David and Julie Bowe have developed the core business of 
sawn timber to include a range of garden products.  Whether 
you need landscaping timber, decking, plywood, traditional 
gates or fencing they will probably have it in stock.

Their yardman, Joe, could not have been more helpful in his 
advice to me in selecting the timber materials that I required 
to build a pergola.

The cost of the required materials was very competitive and 
delivered the next day for a modest charge.

Visit their Website: www.
rosebanksawmill.co.uk 
for background on the 
historical connection with 
Rose Castle Estate. 

Frank Hope, Editor
Photo by Andrew Bowden

Lazonby and District 
Community First 

Responders
AGM Mon 16 July 2012, 7.30pm

Lazonby Village Hall
Come and hear what we’ve been 
doing during the past year.  See the 
equipment we’ve bought with the 
donations we’ve received.
If this doesn’t tempt you perhaps a 
tea or coffee will!
PS. Do you dislike a dreary 
autumn? Come and have a last bit 
of sunshine with our steel band 
party on Sat 29th September at 
Lazonby Village Hall. Tickets on 
sale soon.
Elaine Thomson, Team Leader 
01768 898576
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Donald Grant Maclennan, who we featured in 
“In Covnersation with..” in Craic 5, had a 

really big adventure in 2011.  Between April and 
October he travelled overland from Penrith to 
Australia. We’ll be serialising his journey in this 
and future issues of Craic. Donald’s full online 
blog can be found here: http://blog.travelpod.com/
travel-blog-entries/dgm2oz/1/1301255355/tpod.
html#ixzz1kmWnvRSW 

Part 1 – ENGLAND to IRAN

“…… I started writing my travel diary sitting in the 
one place I’m going to miss the most. My own bed.”

Donald travelled with 17 other adventurers plus a 
driver and Rachel, the trip organiser.
A first night on foreign soil they camped in Genk, 
NE Belgium, before travelling through Holland, 
Belgium and Germany. By day 3 they had arrived 
in the Czech Republic, where seeing the best of 
the sights was crammed into two days. Vienna, the 
capital of Austria, was the next 2 day stopover.

“I won’t have touched 
on one percent of what 
Vienna has to offer, so 
once again it is a place to 
return to when I win my 
80 million on the Euro 
lottery.” 

Ferris Wheel in Vienna

The journey continued on to Budapest, capital of 
Hungary; Bucharest, capital of Romania; and the 
town of Veliko Turnovo in Bulgaria, which was 
a big highlight for Don, especially the time spent 
in the spa, “the cleanest I had been for 2 weeks.” 
A local pensioners group visited the campsite and 
entertained them with some traditional folk songs.

Budapest Parliament
Four days were spent in 
Istanbul staying in the 
Orient Hostel. near the 
famous Blue Mosque. 

Visiting the local Bazaars was a fascinating 
highlight.

“Given that we are all going to be out of the UK 
during the Royal Wedding and miss out on the 
celebrations, it was up to us to organise our own. 
All the principal roles of the William and Kate 
wedding were written down and dropped into a 
bag..... to draw the role which we would have to 
act out. I was to be one of the four bridesmaid’s – 
quite how I’m going to pass myself off as an 8- or 
3-year-old child I don’t know.”

It was then on to a small town called Eceabat, 
on the Gallipoli Peninsula, SW of Istanbul. 

“Our reason for going to this area, was to attend 
the Gallipoli ‘Anzac Day’ Commemorative 
Service held at dawn on the morning of the 25 
April – the start date of the planned British, 
Australian, New Zealand, French and Indian 
invasion of Turkey in 1915.”

From Eceabat they headed SE to Olympos 
“village”, south of Antalya on the 
Mediterranean coast. Olympos is named after 
a Lycian/Roman city, now in ruins. They slept 
here for 2 nights in tree houses. Near Goreme, 
central Turkey, Don and four others of the 
group went hot air ballooning.

By day 24 they were heading to the SE corner 
of Turkey, where Don was able to try out 
paragliding, “..the 20-minute flight and the 
acrobatics we did prior to me landing made the 
experience well worth the fee.”

On day 38 they crossed the Iranian border 
heading for Tabriz.                                     >>>

 Don to Oz in 210 Days: LONDON TO SyDNEy Overland       by Fiona Exon

60 or more hot 
air balloons 
taking to the 

skies
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 “We visited the Blue 
(Kabud) Mosque, the 
Azarbayjan Museum and 
had a wander around the 
city bazaar.”

 Blue Mosque, Istanbul

By day 41 they were camping on the beach of the 
Caspian Sea. A trip was made to Esfahan, central 
Iran.

Persian rugs
“In Esfahan we had an 
entertaining hour or 
so having the design 
of Persian carpets 
explained to us by one 
of the many shopkeepers 
wishing to sell their 
goods.”  

Imam Square,  Esfahan - tea in Iran

“Iran was all that we had been told it 
would be.”

We’d like to thank Don for allowing 
us to use his own photographs from 
his trip. In Part 2 we will follow Don 
on his trip as far as Vietnam. n

Roast Salmon 
with Spiced 
Coconut 
Crumbs        Serves 8

Ingredients:
l  50g/2oz butter
l  8 green cardamom pods, seeds 

removed and finely crushed
l  3 tablespoons desiccated coconut
l  1 plump fresh chilli, seeded and 

finely chopped
l  1 tablespoon grated fresh root 

ginger
l  2 garlic cloves finely chopped
l     1 teaspoon ground coriander
l  generous pinch of ground 

turmeric
l  8 slim boneless skinless salmon 

fillets
l  2 tablespoons chopped fresh 

coriander

    Method *(Can prepared up to a day ahead.):
4    Melt the butter in a medium pan, add the 

cardamom and coconut. Stir no stop for 2 or 3 
minutes until the coconut starts to toast. Stir in 
the chilli, garlic, ginger, ground coriander and 
turmeric. Cook for a further minute then set aside.

4  Arrange the salmon fillets in a single layer, spaced 
slightly apart in one large or two smaller, buttered, 
ovenproof dishes. Scatter on the coriander and 
spread the coconut mixture on top. At this stage 
cover with cling film and chill in the fridge (for up 
to a day) until an hour before cooking.

4  Heat the oven to 200C/gas 6/ fan 180C. Remove 
the cling film and roast the salmon for12-15 
minutes until cooked but still moist.

4  Serve with a green or mixed salad, curried potato 
salad or new potatoes. n

from
  Jo Thom

pson

<<<
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Pennine Perambulations - Walk 6. By Colin Barnfield, Lazonby
LENGTH: 10.5km (6½ miles); 
GRADE: Mostly easy walking, some moderate inclines. 
MAP: OS Explorer Series, No.OL5 (NE Lakes).
START:  Junction of Kirkoswald to Armathwaite road and the road to Ruckcroft, 

west of Staffield, GR 5342 4305. 
PUBS and VILLAGE SHOPS: Armathwaite or Kirkoswald. 
 FOOTWEAR: Good walking boots recommended. 
NOTE: Can be MUDDY in places, especially after rain.

 

 1   Follow the road down towards Staffield for 175m 
(190yds) to a fingerpost on the left to  Dale. Enter the 
field and walk along the wall on the right to a gate and 
stile. Enter Broad Wood and follow the marker posts for 
0.5km (540yds) to a stile into a field. Continue along the 
fence on the left for 200m (216yds) and then bear right 
to a gate. Cross a field to another gate on to a track.

2    Turn sharp left, uphill, along a bridleway to Ruckcroft for 
125m (135yds) to a gate. Continue uphill, along the fence 
line to the left, and through a gate. Follow the fence for 
100m (108yds) to a gate on to a track. Follow the track for 
0.5km (540yds) to Ruckcroft. NOTE: This track is often 
WATERLOGGED. If so, keep to the field, along the fence, 
for 0.4km (432yds) to a gate on the left and rejoin the track. 
Turn right for 100m (108yds) to Ruckcroft.  

3    At the road turn right at the fingerpost to Barugh Cottages. After 30m (32yds) turn right 
along the bridleway for 0.4km (432yds) to a junction, just before a double bend. Turn left 
for 65m (70yds), then bear right through a gate. Turn sharp left along a wall, then open field 
and through a small gate in a wall.

4    Turn right, along the wall, for 70m (75yds) to the wall corner 
and continue ahead to a gate. Walk downhill to another gate, 
then steeply downhill and through a gate to a farm track. 
Follow the track to a lane. 
OPTION: Turn right to Dale and return via Broad Wood. 
(Total distance: 6km (3¾miles)).OR: Turn left to Barugh 
Cottages. At the road junction turn left, uphill, towards 
Ainstable.

5   Walk 0.4km (432yds) to a fingerpost on the right to Walmersyke. Go through a gate and 
walk for 70m (76yds). Then bear left along the wall to a marker post. Cross the low wall 
and, to AVOID A BOGGy AREA, walk ahead (north) for 30m (32yds) before turning sharp 
right, downhill, beneath overhead wires to a stone wall and marker post. Cross the wall and 
immediately turn left through a small gate. (continues on p13 after the Jubilee pull-out >)

½
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Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee
Village Celebration Souvenir Pull-out 

June  2012

Craic
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Jubilee Celebrations     by Gareth Coslett

How ...................................n
Photographs by Ian Atkinson
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Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee
Village Celebration - June  2012
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Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee
Village Celebration - June  2012

All Jubilee photographs 
by Ian Atkinson  
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 (Photos by Colin Barnfield)

Photographs: Colin Barnfield

6   (< continued from p8 after the Jubilee pull-out) Walk towards a distant electricity pole 
and follow the overhead wires up to a gate in the field corner. Turn right, along the lane, for 
0.25km (270yds) to Slack. At Slack, go through a gate into a grassy yard with a farmhouse 
to the right. Leave the yard through another gate and follow the wall on the left for 150m 
(162yds) to a gate.

7      Then go immediately left through another gate 
and follow the stone wall on the right to a gate. Go 
downhill, over a stile, to Far Shields. Pass through 
a gate on the right and turn left past the cottage to a 
stone stile. Over the stile turn left through a gate and 
then right through another gate.

8   Go straight ahead, through a gate, and down across 
Wallmoor Sike to a stile. Over the stile turn right, 
along a track below the edge of a field, eventually bearing left to the road at Walmersyke. 
Turn right, down the road, and cross a bridge over Croglin Water. 

9   IGNORE the fingerpost to Croglin Bridge on the 
left. Continue along the road towards Kirkoswald for 
1.25km (¾mile) to a junction to Croglin and Renwick. 
Turn RIGHT, through a gate on to a public byway 
(NOT signed). Follow the track for 0.5km (540yds) to 
a gate. Through the gate keep to the track, with a stone 
wall to the right, downhill, curving right, past a small 
wood.

10   After the track leaves the wall, continue for 160m (173yds) along the track. Then turn left 
at a water trough, across the field to a gate and sheepfold. Go through the sheepfold and 
along the fence on the left to the road bridge over Croglin Water, near Dale. Climb the steps 
in the bridge on to the road.

11   Turn right, over the bridge, to a fingerpost 
on the left to Dale. Through the gate follow 
the hedge on the right to another gate leading 
to a farm track. Follow the track for 150m 
(162yds) to Dale. Cross over a footbridge 
beside a ford and follow the lane around a 
double bend to a fingerpost.

12   Turn left towards Ruckcroft, through a 
farmyard alongside cowsheds, to a farm 
track. Follow the track for 200m (216yds) 
to where it forks. The right fork is the bridleway to Ruckcroft, which was walked earlier. 
Go ahead through the gate and retrace the path  through Broad Wood to the Staffield to 
Armathwaite road. Turn right to the start of the walk. n

                                                                                   Photographs by Colin Barnfield      
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The Origins of the Lucks of Cumbria     by Richard Wood

There has been much written over the 
centuries on the “Lucks of Cumbria”, 
but their origin and meaning still remain 

a mystery. So, what am I talking about? What 
is a “Luck”?

A “Luck” is usually an ancient vessel given 
to a home to protect it and its residents from 
ill-fortune. There are at least 8 “Lucks” in 
Cumbria, but the myth of “Lucks” extends to 
Northumbria, South West Scotland, Northern 
Lancashire and the Isle of Man. Due to this 
geographical spread, the idea of “Lucks” has 
strong connotations to the Norse influence in 
this area.

These “vessels” were supposed 
to have been gifted to the resident 
family by fairies, hobgoblins, 
elves and trolls during times of 
family celebrations, in order to 
protect their luck. Weddings, 
christenings, etc. were propitious 
times of “giving”. In order to 
further protect that luck, the 
object must remain intact, never 
leave the house and cannot be 
sold or given away, as it is in the 
possession of the house, not the 
residents at that time. My home, 
“ Burrell Green”, has such a “Luck” and our 
deeds have a clause saying that we do not own 
the “Luck” and that it must always remain with 
the house and within the house. Hence the alarm 
when Cumbria County Council was searching 
for ideas to celebrate the Millenium 2000 and 
a suggestion was made to hold an exhibition 
of all the “Lucks of Cumbria” at Tullie House 
Museum, Carlisle. It was later pointed out that 
it would have been an exhibition of “fresh air”, 
as no rightful possessor of a “Luck” would let 
it go out of their front door!

So, what are the possible origins of this 
“Luck” saga? One theory is that the “Luck” 
objects were originally sacrificial vessels, 
connected to the Norse notion of “Hamingja” 
or “guardian spirit”, which could be passed on 
by the head of the house, at his or her death. 

This is similar to a Swedish tradition, whereby 
a priest would donate a chalice, which had 
been given to him by “berg-women” or trolls, 
to a church. Therefore, such chalices were 
pagan cups that had been Christianised.

Another theory says that the so-called “fairy-
cups” were Christian vessels whose history, 
following the “Reformation”, was hidden 
in order to prevent them being destroyed by 
religious fanatics. Hence, the near universal 
background they have of being gifts from 
fairies and their relatives. Moreover, the age 
of many of the “Lucks”, and the fact that they 

originate from Middle Eastern 
countries, suggests strong ties 
to the Crusaders. you pay your 
money and take your choice, as 
no one really knows!

This background is well 
illustrated by the most famous 
“Luck” of them all, The Luck 
of Edenhall, just a mile from 
Great Salkeld. The “Luck” itself 
is a gilded and enamelled glass 
beaker, coloured blue, green, red 
and white. It was made in Syria 
about the middle of the 13th 

century and was in the possession 
of the Musgrave family since the Middle Ages. 
As usual, a rhyming couplet accompanies the 
“Luck”, in this case:

If this cup should break or fall 
Farewell the Luck of Edenhall

Its possible Christian origin is further 
enhanced as the “Luck” resides in a 14th 
century leather case, bearing the initials 
“l,H,S”, the Greek rendering of Jesus. 
Again, this may indicate possible Crusader 
connections. In 1926 this “Luck” went on loan 
to the Victoria and Albert Museum and in 1958 
it was acquired outright by the V & A and is 
still there to this day. Guess what? In 1934, 
Edenhall was demolished. I guess their luck 
had run out!   n
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May and June’s full new blooming is 
over and the garden can be a little 
lacklustre and tired as early as July. 

you can revitalise it and keep it looking fresh 
and vibrant through into high summer and 
early autumn by following a few tips.

Trim back and 
feed any roses that 
have finished their 
first bloom. you 
may well enjoy a 
flourish of flowers 
into the autumn. To 
combat any pests 
and diseases on 
roses that are still in 
bloom, make sure 
to spray them.

Tidy shrubs by pruning any that have flowered 
and feed them with all-purpose plant food. 

Early blooms, such as delphiniums will 
benefit greatly from being pruned when they 

are past their best 
flowering. This will 
encourage a second 
flush of flowers this 
season. 

Keep on top of 
watering hanging 

baskets, as well as containers, especially in 
hot weather and use a liquid feed once a week. 
Deadhead to keep them flowering longer.

If your dahlias aren’t growing as strongly as 
expected, encourage healthy growth with the 
use of tomato plant food. Apply to the plants 
every 10 to 14 days for best results.

With your lawn, if it isn’t looking lush and 
green, continue feeding it as well as taking 
the time to use weed and moss killers. Try 
and mow the lawn twice a week if you can. 
It isn’t too late to aerate your lawn - you can 
use a garden fork to relieve compaction and 
encourage lush growth.  

Removing seed heads of plants will encourage 
them to produce more flower heads. Try 
keeping the seed heads and growing your own 
plants next year. It is incredibly satisfying to 
propagate your own plants - and cheaper too! 

you can create some extra summer interest 
to your garden by adding Acanthus, varieties 
of Clematis, Delphiniums or even Veronica. 
They will look great along the flowerbeds 
and in containers. Plants that have texture and 
structure throughout 
the year create 
interest and prolonged 
enjoyment. Euphorbia 
is ideal and looks 
good year-round - not 
advised if there are 
children around as 
the sap can  blister the 
skin.

With any luck we will have a proper English 
summer, plenty of sunshine and some showers 
to keep the garden watered and green. n

Revitalising your Garden for Summer   
  by Fiona Exon

Photographs: Lawn image by MyGardenSchool - www.my-garden-school.com, Euphorbia by Fiona Exon. 
Others with Creative Commons License. 
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Some four or five years ago I spent several 
hours sitting with Vernon listening to him 
talk, particularly about his childhood 
and upbringing. Those of you who knew 
Vernon may be able to imagine him 
recollecting what follows.                         

Neil Wales, 2012

I was born in 1919 and  I am a yorkshire 
man by origin, my parents, grandparents 

and great-grandparents all being 
yorkshire people. My maternal  great-
grandparents, Mary Badger and William 
Bailey (both born c.1813), had a number 
of children. Rumour has it as many 
as thirteen, of whom only five reached 
maturity. My grandmother, Louisa Bailey, 
who was born in 1858, was the youngest 
of this enormous brood. They lived in 
a large house, the “White 
Hall ” at Winestead, about 
three miles north-west from 
Patrington, east of Kingston 
upon Hull (Hull). Patrington 
has one of the most beautiful 
Parish Churches in England. 
I remember my grandmother, 
Louisa, telling me that one of 
her first memories was of the 
church bells tolling for the 
death of Prince Albert, the 
husband of Queen Victoria, in 
January 1861.

My great-grandfather, William Bailey, 
was a very prosperous man. He was 
brought up originally at Thorne, just north 
of Doncaster. He became interested in ships 
from a very early age and joined up with a 
man named William Leetham, from york. 

In about 1850 they formed a partnership, 
“Bailey and Leetham”, which eventually, 
by the 1870s, had a fleet of about 35 ships 
and did a lot of trade in the Baltic area. 
In those days the Kiel Canal hadn’t been 
built and so the ships had to go all the way 
round through the Skagerrak and Kattegat, 
between Denmark and Sweden, in order 

Family Tree 
(NB: Only people mentioned 

in these reminiscences are 
included in the “Tree”.)

Reminiscences of the Rev. Vernon Clarke             PART  I                                      
(1919 - 2009)                                                                         by Neil Wales
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My grandmother, Louisa Bailey (1858-
1944), was taken around Europe by her 
parents and shown some of the great 
sites. On one occasion in the 1870s, 
when she was about 20 years old, she 
went to Paris and attended a recital by 
the great Franz Liszt (1811-1886), who 
was then in old age. On another occasion 
she went to Vienna, where she attended 
a ball. The orchestra playing for the ball 
was that of Johann Strauss the younger, 
who composed the ‘Blue Danube’ and 
many other great waltzes, which so many 
people love, including me. Strauss led the 
orchestra from the violin. She must have 
been to several balls because she said, “We 
always knew, dear, when it was getting 
towards the end of the concert because his 
(Strauss’s) cravat always worked round  to 
the back of his neck”. 

Because the Baileys were very well 
known, there were several interesting 
political experiences as a variety of people 
stayed with them at Winestead. Sometime 
in the 1870s one such person was Benjamin 
Disraeli, Prime Minister 1868; 1874-
80. Later, after my great-grandfather had 
died, they had Lord Randolph and Lady 
Churchill to stay, together with the fat, 
chubby Winston. My grandmother, Louisa, 
who would then be about 25 years old, 
said she nursed Winston. On one occasion, 
when my grandmother was on holiday in 
Nice with her parents, they stayed in the 
same hotel as William Ewart Gladstone. 
She met him whilst waiting for a lift in the 
hotel. Gladstone, the great British Prime 
Minister, bowed to allow her in the lift and 
they went up together. n
Part 2 of the Reminiscences of the Rev. 
Vernon Clarke will be in Craic 7.

Photographs by Ian Atkinson

to reach the Baltic Sea. The weather was 
often very poor, especially in winter, and 
the ships were very small, weighing little 
more than a thousand tons. A number were 
lost, together with their crews.

 
The shipping firm prospered and, as 

a result, so did William Bailey. One of 
the reasons for the firm’s prosperity was 
that “Bailey and Leetham” invested in 
steam ships at a time when steam was 
superceding sail. Their steam ships were 
amongst the first ever seen in Hull , around 
the 1850s.They also did a lot of trade 
with Portugal. In recognition of the trade 
he helped to establish between England 
and Portugal he was awarded an honour 
by the Portuguese King. When William 
died, an enormous stone angel, sculptured 
in Lisbon, was placed on his tomb in the 
churchyard at Winestead.

William Bailey, became the sole owner 
of the shipping business after his partner, 
William Leetham, died in 1875 aged 52. 
When my great-grandfather died at about 
69 years old, in 1882, the business was 
taken over by his son, Walter Bailey, 
my grandmother’s brother. Finally the 
business was sold in 1903 to the Wilson 
Line, also based in Hull. 
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There is a hint of water just in the name of 
Great Salkeld, the “Sal” referring to Salix 

(Willow), a typical waterside tree. Great Salkeld 
village lies close to the magnificent River Eden, 
roughly midway in its course from above Kirby 
Stephen to its outflow into the Solway, one of 
the very few rivers in the country to flow south 
to north. The presence of the River Eden allows 
certain wildlife to exist that otherwise would not 
be seen around the village.

Beneath the flowing waters are game fish, 
including the Atlantic Salmon. The River Eden 
used to be, for many years, the foremost salmon 
river in England. This position is now held by 
the River Tyne, Northumberland, which is a 
great testament to environmental  regeneration. 
Similar in lifestyle to the salmon, there are also 
Sea Trout, a migratory fish that is hatched in fresh 
water, migrates to the sea but returns to the river 
of its birth in order to spawn in the freshwater 
headwaters. Brown Trout are also present; the 
same species as the Sea Trout except they stay 
in freshwater throughout their lives. Another 
salmonid in the Eden is the Grayling ,Thymallus 
thymallus, so-called because it smells strongly 
of thyme when caught. The Grayling, with its 
large and brightly coloured dorsal fin, is a good 
bellweather fish, as it will only be found in the 
purest of waters and is known as “The lady of 
the stream”.

A River Runs Through It

In and beside the Eden, aquatic flora includes the 
rich yellow Marsh Marigold. Towards “Watering 
Gap”, there are fine banks of English Bluebells, 
not to be confused with the introduced Spanish 
Bluebell, which has larger flowers of a less intense 
blue. Like it or hate it, there are also thick colonies 
of Himalayan Balsam, another herbaceous 
introduction and considered to be a menace as it 
shades out other flora and takes over rapidly. In 
the shallower, streamy runs of the Eden grows the 
lovely Water Crowfoot, a relative of the Buttercup, 
with its white and yellow flowers waving on the 
water’s surface.

In the air above the Eden, Sand Martins busily fly 
to and from their nests tunnelled into the soft sandy 
banks of the river. Their close relatives, the House 
Martin and the Swallow, also abound, swooping 
down to the river’s surface to scoop up a drink of 
water. Mallard, Teal, Tufted Duck, Wigeon, and 
Merganser abound on the river, with the occasional 
Shelduck. During the winter months flocks of 
geese, including Greylag, Pinkfoot and Canada, 
feed on the fields adjoining the Eden. Waders 
also use the river and some will nest there such as 
the distinctive Oystercatcher, Heron, Curlew and 
Sandpiper. The backwaters, especially where the 
old river course exists near Nunwick, are home to 
Coot and Moorhen. The marshy areas attract Snipe 
and Woodcock. But perhaps the greatest thrill of 
watching aquatic birdlife is to see the ravishing 
Kingfisher, often only seen as a flash of bright 
blue. The shy but fascinating Dipper continually 
“curtsies”, standing on a stone in a stream and then 
launching itself underwater in search of fly larvae.

Finally, on the banks of the river, there is 
increasing evidence of the comeback of the Otter. 
No doubt, the river also acts as a highway for 
that rapacious killer, the Mink, as it travels far 
and wide in its blood lust to kill anything. Much 
rarer examples of the Weasel family may also be 
present, namely the Polecat and the extremely rare 
Pine Marten.

So Great Salkeld, without the River Eden, would 
be a much poorer village as regards its diversity of 
flora and fauna.  n

by Richard Wood

Photograph by Maurice Wilkinson
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POETRY CORNER

Long Meg Summer Solstice 

Long dead ancients saw this too,
The stones at summer solstice;

Earth swinging its heavenly dance, 
Celestial rotation.

Soon swiftly after night did fall,
The sky dawning to brightness,
Purple to mauve, pink to gold, 

Towards illumination.

Slanting sunlight to stone tip touching,
Harmonising amid rocky grooves,
Signalling the longest lighted day,

Lifecycle continuation.
by Fiona Exon
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NO STREAKS WITH THE LEEK
 

Local window cleaner Andy Leek: 

-  Cleans windows either 
traditionally or using the 
water pole fed system.

-  One man operation 
so reliability and 
customer loyalty 
are of key 
importance.

-  Also specialising in full conservatory 
cleaning and gutter clearances.

 
     For a fast and friendly quote please 

call Andy on 07737676513.
 

 Half price gutter clearance 
for all new customers

Contact: David Rackham   01768 881221

Ice cream for all occasions:-
Fetes

Parties
Sports Days
Weddings

or any other events

Let us help you enjoy the summer

LOCAL
Traditional Homemade Ice Cream


